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Capabilities: a means to reframe 
policy interventions from a social 
justice perspective?  
Sarah Ward – PhD Researcher 
•  Health inequalities in Scotland 
•  Asset Based Community Development (ABCD) 
•  Capabilities dialogue on social justice – what the 
empirical evidence revealed about Asset Based 
Community Development  
Overview 
•  Lack of political will/lack of popular support 
•  Focus on ‘gap’ not ‘gradient’ 
•  Policy silos 
•  ‘Lifestyle drift’: policy to practice 
•  Difficulty translating research into policy solutions 
Health policies are failing to 
address inequalities 
3 key measures to address policy failure: 
•  Streamlining services 
•  Shift towards prevention 
•  Community involvement in service planning and 
delivery, in form of ‘assets approaches’ 
Christie Commission (2012) 
•  Asset Based Community Development pilot (ABCD)  – 
AHEAD Project, Ayrshire, Scotland 
•  4 year pilot in 8 disadvantaged communities across SW 
Scotland 
•  Evaluate the ABCD theory of change against empirical 
evidence 
•  Qualitative case study approach   
•  Doc evidence, fieldwork diary, 30 in-depth interviews 
PhD Research Project 
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F Associations 
come together to 
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professionals 
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Why use Capabilities?  
•  Explore social justice potential of ABCD 
(‘conscious relocation of authority’) 
•  Legitimise conversations/side-step rehearsed responses 
•  Identify locally generated domains and functionings 
(based on EMF, Alkire et al. (2009) 
•  CA aligns with Social Determinants of Health 
•  Can CA help with ABCD mechanism irregularities? 
Methodology 
•  Qualitative case study 
•  30 interviews 




•  ‘Top 5’ domains (Wolff and De-Shalit, 2007) 
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ABCD ToC with Capabilities functionings 
ABCD ToC with Participation & Voice functionings 
Next steps 
•  Agency 
How does PV relate to agency? 
How do concepts of agency in CA relate to those in 
Community Development radical practical? 
How to map the development of agency over time? 
Thanks for listening … feedback welcomed! 
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